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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-21 have been examined. 

Claim Objections 

1. Claim 21 is objected to because of the following informalities: Note line 3, "messag" is apparently 
message. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for 
the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-2,8-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Decasper et al. (US 
2007/0192474), herein referred to as Decasper. 

As per claims 1,10,14,19, Decasper discloses a method for accessing information in a peer to 
peer network comprising: 

storing information among a plurality of peer client systems, wherein the information can be 
access by the peer client systems, the information collectively referred to as information sources (see 
paragraph 48, describing how peer client systems can have information stored as content objects and 
downloads can be made directly from a peer client to retrieve content from another peer client); 

storing location information, the location information indicative of the location of each information 
source, wherein the peer client systems can access the location information in order to determine a 
location of an information source (see paragraph 49, where a client can query a master controller for 



Application/Control Number: 10/680,701 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2153 

location infornnation regarding the location (e.g. content servers, peer clients, or peer client appliances) of 
content objects); 

generating one or nnore subscriptions, each subscription being associated with an information 
source and with one or more peer client systems (see paragraph 31 . where crawling the network 
environment (e.g. content servers, peer clients, peer client appliances of paragraph 49) for an information 
source (i.e. content) implies that the subscription is associated with one or more peer client systems); 

detecting a modification to an information source, referred to as a modified information source 
(see paragraph 31, where periodic checks determine if there is any new content (i.e. modified 
information)); 

if there is a subscription that is associated with the modified information source, then 
communicating an alert message to each peer client system that is associated with the subscription (see 
paragraph 72, where each client is notified of new content (i.e. a modified information source)); 

wherein each peer client system that receives an alert message can access an information 
source that is associated with the alert message, a copy of the information source being stored in another 
peer client system (see paragraphs 61-62, describing how the master controller keeps track of where the 
content is located, since master controller can give alerts to new content (see paragraph 72), the master 
controller can allow a peer to download content from another peer); 

wherein each peer client system that receives an alert message can access the copy from the 
other peer client system (see paragraphs 61-62, describing the downloading of content from another peer 
(i.e. accessing the copy of information)). 

As per claim 2, Decasper further discloses that a copy of the information source is stored in a 
plurality of second peer client systems, wherein each peer client system that receives an alert message 
can access the copy from any of the second peer client systems (see paragraph 53, indicating that more 
than one client can have a specific content implying that the peer client system can download from any of 
the second peer client systems that have content related to the alert). 

As per claim 8, Decasper further discloses storing location information comprises each peer client 
system storing location information of one or more information sources (see paragraph 49); . 
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generating one or more subscriptions is performed in a server system, the peer client systems 
communicating with the server system to subscribe to one or more information sources (see paragraph 
31); and 

detecting a modification to an information source comprises communicating to the server system 
an indication that a first information source has been modified (see paragraphs 74-75), wherein if the 
server determines there is a first subscription that is associated with the first information source, then 
communicating an alert message to each peer client system that is associated with the first subscription 
(see paragraph 72). 

As per claim 9, Decasper further discloses storing location information each peer client system 
storing location information of one or more of the information sources (see paragraph 49); 

generating one or more subscriptions is performed by each peer client system and comprises 
receiving a subscription request from a first peer client and associating one or more information sources 
with the first peer client, the one or more information sources identified in the subscription request (see 
paragraph 31); and 

detecting a modification to an information source is performed by each peer client system and 
comprises receiving an indication that a first information source has been modified (see paragraphs 74- 
75) and communicating an alert message to each peer client system that is associated with the first 
subscription if there is a first subscription that is associated with the first information source (see 
paragraph 72). 

As per claim 11, Decasper further discloses in response to receiving an alert message, 
communicates with the management server to obtain location information for the first information source, 
(see paragraph 72 and 75). 

As per claims 12,21, Decasper further discloses presenting information to a user indicative of 
receiving the alert message so that the user can decide whether to access the first information source 
(see paragraph 75). 
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As per claims 1 1 . 1 3, 1 6,20, Decasper further discloses that one of the peer client systems 
automatically accesses an information source that is associated with the alert message (see paragraphs 
61-62). 

As per claim 15, Decasper further discloses Information that identifies one or more of the first 
information sources, referred to as the modified information sources (see paragraph 75). 

As per claim 17, Decasper further discloses displaying information to a user that indicates receipt 
of the alert message, including displaying information representative of the modified information sources 

(see paragraph 75); 

receive an indication from the user of a selected one of the modified information sources (see 
paragraph 35); and 

access the selected one of the modified information sources (see paragraph 62). 

As per claim 18, Decasper further discloses that the alert message includes information that 
identifies a second information source, the computer system being further configured to determine if the 
second information source is one of the first information sources, and if so then to access the second 
information source (see paragraph 75). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention Is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 3-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Decasper as applied 
above. 

As per claim 3, Decasper further discloses storing location information in a server system, the 
peer client systems communicating with the server system to access the location information (see 
paragraph 49); 
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generating one or more subscriptions is performed in a server system, the peer client systems 
communicating with a server system to subscribe to one or more information sources (see paragraph 31); 
and 

detecting a modification to an information source comprises communicating to the server system 
an indication that a first information source has been modified and communicating to the server 
information relating to the first information source (see paragraph 31). 

wherein the server determines if there is a first subscription that is associated with the first 
information source and, in response thereto communicates an alert message to each peer client system 
that is associated with the first subscription (see paragraphs 61-62). 

Although the system disclosed by Decasper shows substantial features of the claimed invention 
(discussed above); it fails to disclose a first and second server system. 

Decasper shows that a single ^server system performs the functions described above (i.e. . the 
master controller). However, it would have been an obvious modification to a person having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to separate any functions performed by a single server into separate 
server systems. ^In re Dulberg. 289 F.2d 522, 523, 129 USPQ 348, 349 (CCPA 1961). A possible 
advantage of having separate servers to perform the storage and generating would be to split the 
processing load so that a single server would not be ovenwhelmed by performing both functions of 
storage and generating. 

As per claim 4, Decasper further discloses that one of the peer client systems automatically 
accesses an information source that is associated with the alert message (see paragraphs 61-62). 

As per claim 5, Decasper further discloses storing location information is performed in a first 
server system, the peer client systems communicating with the first server system to access the location 
information (see paragraph 49); 

generating one or more subscriptions is performed in the first server system, the peer client 
systems communicating with the first server system to subscribe to one or more information sources (see 
paragraph 31); and 
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detecting a modification to an information source comprises receiving from a first peer client 
system an indication that a first information source has been modified (see paragraph 31), wherein if the 
first server determines that there is a first subscription that is associated with the first information source, 
them communicating to the first peer client system a list of second peer client systems that are associated 
with the first subscription (see paragraph 27), 

wherein the first peer client communicates an alert message to each second peer client system 
(see paragraphs 61-62, describing how the master controller keeps track of where the content is located, 
since master controller can give alerts to new content (see paragraph 72), the master controller can allow 
a peer to download content from another peer). 

As per claim 6, Decasper further discloses that one of the second peer client systenris 
automatically access an information source that is associated with the alert message (see paragraph 27). 

As per claim 7, Decasper further discloses that the first information source is modified by the first 
client system (see paragraph 27, where a first peer acquires the new content first and then distributes the 
content to the peers). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Philip J. Chea whose telephone number is 571-272-3951. The examiner can normally be 
reached on M-F 6:30-4:00 (1st Friday Off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Glenn Burgess can be reached on 571-272-3949. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative 
or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 

Philip J Chea 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2153 
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